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cavalry was somewhat increased. Rome had no idea that she
would be called on for undue exertions. The forces from Pla-
centia and other fortresses on the Po were drawn in to rein-
force the consular armies. They could readily drop down the
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Po and along the coast to Ariminum. The two consuls ex-
pelted later to concentrate north of the Apennines and again
rescue the line of the Po.

FLuninius was of an aristocratic family, but though he had
espoused the cause of the people, his quarrelsome character
lost him many friends and clients. The nobility hated him,
and he is generally represented as a demagogue. He was
really a man of progress, with an honest and vigorous nature,
but had made more foes than friends by proposing an agra-
rian law when he was tribune. He was. of an impetuous,ch
